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Alternative Veteran’s Exemption

 Signed into law by Governor Cuomo on      

December 18, 2013.

 Previous to the signing of this law, veterans were 

eligible for a partial property tax exemption on 

municipal property taxes but not school taxes.

 Under new law, school districts may offer a partial 

property tax exemption to qualified owners of 

qualifying residential real property.
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 A qualified owner is defined as a veteran, the spouse 

of a veteran or the un-remarried surviving spouse of 

a veteran.

 Property must be the primary residence of the 

veteran, the spouse of the veteran or the un-

remarried surviving spouse of the veteran.
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Veteran is defined as:

 A person who served in the active military during a 

period of war.

 A period of war is defined as the Spanish-American 

war, the Mexican border war, WW 1, WW 2, and 

hostilities known as the Korean war, Vietnam war, 

Persian Gulf conflict (8/2/90 – present).

 The recent clarification of the law is that those 

serving in Iraq and Afghanistan would be eligible for 

the exemption.
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Types of Exemptions

 Wartime veteran - non-combat (15% assessed 

value exemption)

 Wartime veteran - combat zone (10% assessed 

value exemption)

 Wartime veteran – disabled (50% of disability 

rating assessed value exemption)
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Wartime veteran –non-combat

 Provides qualified veterans with a property tax 

exemption equal to 15% of the assessed value of 

the property, but sets a maximum exemption value 

at the lesser of $12,000 or the product of $12,000 

multiplied by the latest equalization rate.
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Wartime veteran – combat zone

 Provides veterans who served in a combat zone an 

additional exemption of 10% of the assessed value 

of the property, but sets a maximum exemption 

value of the lesser of $8,000 or the product of 

$8,000 multiplied by the latest state equalization 

rate.
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Wartime veteran - disabled

 Provides qualified veterans an additional exemption 

equal to the product of the assessed value of the 

property multiplied by 50% of the veteran’s 

compensation rating, up to a maximum of $40,000.
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 These three exemptions constitute the alternative 

veteran’s tax exemption. 

 Not all veterans will be eligible for each of the 

exemptions. 

 To the extent a veteran is eligible for more than one 

of these exemptions, the exemptions are cumulative.
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Gold Star Parents 

In addition to the previous exemptions a Gold Star 

Parent exemption may be allowed.

 Gold Star Parent is the parent of a child who dies in 

the line of duty while serving in the U.S armed forces 

during a time of war.

 Only the non-combat and combat zone exemptions 

will apply to Gold Star Parents.
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 If the local tax assessing authority already offers the 

alternative veterans’ exemption then no action is 

required on the part of the individual taxpayer.
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Veteran’s Exemption

Impact at NYS Limits

State Limits 12,000 - 8,000 - 40,000

Exemption 

Type

# of 

Exempt.

Assessed

Value

Exemption

@ FV

Equalization 

Rate

Assessed

Value

Tax

Rate

Dollar 

Reduction

in Taxes

Cumulative

Wartime 

Veteran
481 796,536 12,000 0.138 1,656 151.46 $251 $251

Wartime 

Combat Zone
398 439,392 8,000 0.138 1,104 151.46 $167 $418

Wartime 

Disabled
94 518,880 40,000 0.138 5,520 151.46 $836 $1,087

Totals 973 1,754,808 
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Veteran’s Exemption

Impact at Local Limits

Town of Somers 54,000 - 36,000 - 180,000

Exemption 

Type

# of 

Exempt.

Assessed

Value

Exemption

@ FV

Equalization 

Rate

Assessed

Value

Tax

Rate

Dollar 

Reduction

in Taxes

Cumulative

Wartime 

Veteran
481 2,406,957 54,000 0.138

7,452 
151.46 $1,129 $1,129

Wartime 

Combat Zone
398 3,077,164 36,000 0.138

4,968 
151.46 $752 $1,881

Wartime 

Disabled
94 599,581 180,000 0.138 24,840 151.46 $3,762 $4,891

Totals 973 6,083,702 
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Procedures to Adopt the 

Exemption

If the BOE wishes to adopt the Alternative Veterans’ Exemption 

then it must do the following:

 A public hearing and adoption of a resolution approving the 

Alternative Veterans’ Exemption at the basic Maximum levels. 

 If the BOE wishes to increase or reduce the maximum 

exemption levels  then a  public hearing on whether to increase 

or reduce the maximum exemption amounts must be held .

 A public hearing on whether to extend the exemption to Gold 

Star Parents (should the district wish to do so).
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Next Step

The Board of Education discussed the Alternative  Veteran’s 

Exemption at the meeting of January 28, 2014 -

 The Board will hold a public hearing on February 11, 2014 to:

 consider enacting the Veteran’s Exemption.

For more information, you can visit the NYS Dept of Taxation & Finance website:

http://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/exemption/vetexempt.htm

